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Applications open  
Monday 22 February 2021

Applications close  
Friday 14 May 2021

How to apply
Contact your nearest Aboriginal Affairs NSW 
office to discuss your project idea. If you 
are eligible to apply, Aboriginal Affairs NSW 
will open an application for you to complete 
online in SmartyGrants.

Acknowledgement of Country
Aboriginal Affairs NSW acknowledges the 
Traditional Custodians of the lands where 
we work and the places in which we live. 
We pay respect to Ancestors and Elders, 
past, present and future. We recognise the 
unique cultural and spiritual relationship 
and celebrate the contributions of First 
Nations peoples to Australia.
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Program timeline

22 February – 14 May 2021 Applications open – interested applicants should contact Aboriginal Affairs NSW to discuss projects

14 May 2021 Applications close

19 April 2021 – 30 June 2022 Projects undertaken by recipients

30 July 2022 latest Acquittals due
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Applicants can 
apply for grants of 
up to $50,000.  

Applications can be submitted anytime from 9am Monday 22 February 
2021, up until 5pm Friday 14 May 2021. Each application will be assessed 
as it is received. 

Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application within 10 business 
days of submitting a completed application.

To assist applicants with their submission, Aboriginal Affairs NSW has made 
an Applicant’s Guide and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) available on the 
Aboriginal Affairs NSW website.

We encourage applicants to read the program documentation on the Aboriginal 
Affairs NSW website and to contact your closest Aboriginal Affairs NSW office or 
the COVID Team to discuss your project.

The COVID-19 Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations Grants Program 
provides small grant funding to Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations 
(ACCOs) who provide culturally appropriate, locally-based support to Aboriginal 
community members impacted by COVID-19. This includes mental health, 
community wellbeing and healing, education and employment, and the provision 
of supplies to support compliance with health advice.

A total of $1.3 million in grant funding is available for this program.  

All projects funded by this grant must be completed by 30 June 2022.

Applications open 9am Monday 22 February 2021.

Applications close 5pm Friday 14 May 2021.

Interested applicants must contact their closest Aboriginal Affairs NSW office or 
the COVID Team to discuss their project idea. Contact numbers are at the back of 
these Guidelines. 

Once you have discussed your idea, and if you are eligible to apply, Aboriginal 
Affairs NSW will open an application for you to complete online in SmartyGrants. 
You will then have 21 days to complete and submit your application 
for assessment.

Program overview

https://www.aboriginalaffairs.nsw.gov.au/grants/covid/
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Program outcomes 
The COVID-19 Aboriginal Community Organisations Grants Program aims to 
support Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations (ACCOs) that have 
been impacted by COVID-19 to continue providing culturally appropriate, 
locally-based support for Aboriginal communities, particularly in regional and 
remote areas. 

The Program aims to contribute towards the achievement of the following 
recovery priorities under the Aboriginal Affairs NSW COVID-19 Aboriginal 
Communities Strategy:

1. Sustainable food security 

2. IT infrastructure with connection and coverage issues

3. Jobs 

4. Healing and wellbeing 

5. Aboriginal specific sector support
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Applicants not eligible for funding are: 

• State and Federal government agencies

• Local councils

• NSW Schools, universities and TAFE colleges

• individuals

• incorporated organisations that are not Aboriginal community controlled

• unincorporated groups without an eligible auspicing organisation

• organisations that have not met project requirements, including acquittal 
and reporting for funding received from Aboriginal Affairs NSW in the 
previous two years. 

Unincorporated Aboriginal community groups
Unincorporated groups must be Aboriginal community groups – that is, 
they must be led by Aboriginal people.

If an unincorporated Aboriginal community group wishes to apply under the 
Program they will need to partner with an eligible organisation to receive 
and administer the funding. The eligible organisation must apply on behalf 
of the unincorporated group.

Who can apply for funding?
Organisations that want to apply must be a not-for-profit incorporated Aboriginal 
community organisation (i.e. has been initiated by, is controlled and operated 
by Aboriginal people and/or governed by a board or committee of Aboriginal 
people) located in NSW to be eligible for funding. 

This includes:

• an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Corporation registered under the 
Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) Act 2006 (Cth)

• a company incorporated in Australia under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth)

• a Local Aboriginal Land Council under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act  
1983 (NSW)

• an Incorporated Association (incorporated under state legislation, and 
commonly have ‘Association’ or ‘Incorporated’ or ‘Inc’ in their legal name)

• an Incorporated Cooperative (incorporated under state legislation, and 
commonly have ’Cooperative’ in their legal name)

• an incorporated trustee on behalf of a trust.

Eligible organisations must be located in NSW or demonstrate a service for NSW 
Aboriginal communities.

Applicants must have, or be able and willing to purchase, at least $20 million 
public liability insurance. The cost of public liability insurance for the 
purposes of the project can be included in the project budget as part of the 
administration costs.
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What can I apply for? 
Funding can be used for:

• up to 10% of the budget can be used for the administration of the project, 
or as auspice fees where there is an auspicing arrangement

• costs associated with holding key state-wide or regional Aboriginal sporting 
or cultural events in a COVID safe way

• engaging contractors, such as facilitators, trainers and teachers for the 
purpose of the project

• buying consumables for the purpose of the project, such as food 
and materials

• buying COVID–related minor equipment (for example, screening, Personal 
Protection Equipment, thermometers) and minor equipment to be used as 
part of the project (for example, kitchen equipment for a food security project)

• hire equipment to be used for the period of the project, including 
vehicle leasing 

• minor renovations or refurbishments, including purchase of furniture or large 
items that maintain COVID safe practices for an ACCO to operate. 

Examples of these costs which demonstrate clear links to the Program 
purpose include:

• installation of indoor partitions to manage safe physical distancing and 
queuing

• purchase of kitchen equipment or furniture set up to meet COVID safe 
food preparation and serving requirements

• installation of an outdoor pergola/cover for groups to meet and maintain 
social distancing outdoors.

The application must include evidence of the landowner’s consent for all 
renovations and refurbishments. 
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What won’t be funded?
Funding cannot be used for:

• extensions to buildings or other major capital works

• costs for individual sporting teams or cultural groups to attend competitions 
or events

• buying alcohol

• buying vehicles such as cars and buses

• operating costs or recurrent expenses such as wages, salaries and on-costs 
for permanent staff or rent

• sitting fees, travel allowance or costs associated with membership of 
Boards/councils

• international travel costs, however proposals for domestic travel costs need to 
demonstrate the benefits of travel to the project, organisation and community

• to cover costs that are not directly associated with the delivery of the Project.

Projects will not be eligible for funding if they are: 

• the core responsibility of another government agency, for example 
health services, legal aid, etc. 

• receiving funding from another source for the same project and there 
is no clear distinction between what that funding and the funding 
under this Program will be used. 

See Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for more information.

aboriginalaffairs.nsw.gov.au/grants/covid
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Assessment criteria and process
The assessment will consider how each applicant has demonstrated in their 
application that the project meets any of the following criteria:

• supports a community led program to develop sustainable food 
security strategies

• assists Aboriginal people to access and establish digital connections to 
educational, health and cultural programs and activities

• assists with the establishment of sustainable economic pathways for 
Aboriginal people

• supports key contemporary Aboriginal cultural events and activities that 
contribute to the healing and wellbeing of Aboriginal people/communities

• Aboriginal specific sector support such as obtaining essential supplies, 
welfare checks, transport assistance or other general community 
recovery efforts.

Applicants will also need to demonstrate their capacity to undertake and 
complete the project. This will include consideration of any previous funding 
provided to the organisation or group by Aboriginal Affairs NSW.

We will also consider the location of your project to ensure good geographical 
spread of projects across NSW.

The Assessment Panel may contact you to clarify any information provided in 
your application.
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Other important information
COVID-19 impacts
Due to the changing nature of COVID-19 across NSW, projects must be in line 
with current NSW Government public health orders and advice, for example 
with regard to social distancing and public gatherings. Up to date information is 
available nsw.gov.au/covid-19 

Should COVID-19 rules in NSW change during the grants period, Aboriginal 
Affairs NSW may request further information from you on how you propose to 
manage COVID-19 risks for your planned project.

Funding arrangements and reporting
Successful applicants will be required to:

• enter into a Funding Agreement with Aboriginal Affairs NSW within 14 days of 
the offer being made 

• start and complete the funded project by the dates specified in the 
Funding Agreement 

• notify Aboriginal Affairs NSW of any proposed changes to your project

• acknowledge the support of Aboriginal Affairs NSW in accordance with the 
Funding Acknowledgement Guidelines 

• report on outcomes from the project and acquit the grant within 30 days 
of project completion. Evidence to support this must be uploaded in 
SmartyGrants and include copies of invoices, receipts, photos, media 
coverage, links to video clips, etc. If the final report and the acquittal is not 
completed within the required timeframe this may affect your future funding 
from Aboriginal Affairs NSW.

Successful applications may be included in:

• public media releases

• an announcement on the Aboriginal Affairs NSW website

• Aboriginal Affairs NSW social media.

nsw.gov.au/covid-19
aboriginalaffairs.nsw.gov.au/grants/about-grants/Aboriginal-Affairs-NSW-Funding-Acknolwedgement-Guidelines.pdf
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Disclaimer
Every effort has been made to ensure that 
this publication is free from error and/or 
omission at the date of publication. The 
authors, publisher and any person involved 
in the preparation of this publication take 
no responsibility for loss occasioned to any 
person acting or refraining from action as a 
result of information contained herein.

Copyright
© State of New South Wales, through 
Aboriginal Affairs NSW, Department of 
Premier and Cabinet 2021. 

You may copy, distribute, download and 
otherwise freely deal with this information 
provided you attribute Aboriginal Affairs NSW 
as the owner. However, you must obtain 
permission from the Aboriginal Affairs NSW, 
if you wish to: 1) modify, 2) charge others for 
access, 3) include in advertising or a product 
for sale, or 4) profit from the information.

To apply under the COVID-19 Aboriginal Community 
Organisations Grants Program, please contact your 
nearest Aboriginal Affairs NSW regional office or the 
COVID Team to discuss your project on the phone 
numbers below:

Batemans Bay 02 4478 2659

Tamworth 02 5778 1804

Co�s Harbour 02 5646 5101

Broken Hill 08 8088 0003

Bourke 08 8088 0003

Dubbo 02 6887 4402

Newcastle 02 4924 7007

Sydney 02 8362 6673

COVID Team 1800 019 998

Website: aboriginalaffairs.nsw.gov.au

Email: grants@aboriginalaffairs.nsw.gov.au

aboriginalaffairs.nsw.gov.au
mailto:grants%40aboriginalaffairs.nsw.gov.au?subject=

